
Caribbean Strong: Building 
Resilience with Equity 
Feb. 27 – Mar. 1, 2019
Sheraton Puerto Rico Hotel and Casino 





Why Caribbean Strong: Building Resilience 
with Equity? 
• Opportunity to share experiences and work in disaster response, medical 

management, preparedness and public health post hurricanes Irma and Maria 

• Present findings as a poster abstract or oral presentation

• Learn from others’ approaches, experiences, and results

• Use an evidence-based approach to create a consensus on strategies and 
recommendations to improve public health preparedness in the region.

• Create alliances and partnerships to improve preparedness in the region. 

• Special Issue of Journal of Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness will 
be dedicated to the Summit and distributed at the event. 

• Recommendations coming out of this meeting will be published and distributed. 





Planning Committee
• James J. James, MD, DrPH, MHA, Executive Director and 

Editor, Society for Disaster Medicine and Public Health, 
Adjunct Professor, University of Georgia in Global and 
Humanitarian Health

• José F. Cordero, MD, MPH Patel Distinguished Professor 
of Public Health, Chair, Department of 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics at the College of 
Public Health at the University of Georgia

• Leslie Maas, MHS Director, Proyecto Agua Limpia and 
Program Manager PR Science Technology and 
Research Trust

• Martin Montoya Zavala, PhD Puerto Rico Public Health 
Trust

• Emma Fernández, PhD Professor of Pharmacology and 
Toxicology, University of Puerto Rico Medical Sciences 
Campus

• Carmen M. Vélez, PhD Professor Doctoral Program in 
Social Determinants of Health, P.I. Community 
Engagement Center for Collaborative Research in 
Health Disparities

• Miguel Cruz, PhD, MPH Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention

• Andrea Dunne-Sosa MPH, CVA Director Global 
Volunteer Programs, Project Hope

• Enrique Baquero, Vice President, Hospital Association

• Jim Mitchum, CEO Heart to Heart International

• Roberto Gonzalez, Consultant PR Department of Health

• Kenira Thompson, VP of Research, Ponce Health 
Sciences University

• David De Angel Sola, Fellow in Pediatric Pulmonology 
and Sleep Medicine, Yale University

• Maria Concepcion, Program Manager, OXFAM Puerto 
Rico

• Menchu Agueros, Coordinator, Big Think Group



Invited Keynote Speaker 
Richard E. Besser
President and CEO of Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Richard Besser, MD, is president and CEO of the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF), a position he assumed in 
April 2017. Besser is the former acting director for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and ABC 
News’ former chief health and medical editor.

At RWJF, Besser leads the largest private foundation in the country devoted solely to improving the nation’s health. 
RWJF’s work is focused on building a comprehensive Culture of Health that provides everyone in America with the 
opportunity to live the healthiest life possible, regardless of finances, geographic location, race, ethnicity, or 
physical challenges. Access to healthy food, safe housing, employment, transportation, education, as well as clean 
air and water, are all important contributors to health and well-being.

Besser received his Bachelor of Arts degree in economics from Williams College and medical degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania. He completed a residency and chief residency in pediatrics at Johns Hopkins University 
Hospital in Baltimore.
Besser and his wife Jeanne, a food writer, have two sons, Alex and Jack.



Invited Keynote Speaker 
John Englander, Oceanographer
President and Founder of International Sea Level Institute
President of Englander and Associates
John Englander is an oceanographer, consultant and leading expert on sea level 
rise. His broad marine science background coupled with explorations to 
Greenland and Antarctica allows him to see the big picture of sea level rise and 
its revolutionary impacts.

He brings the diverse points of view of an industry scientist, entrepreneur and CEO. 
For over thirty years, he has been a leader in the private and non-profit sectors, 
serving as CEO for The International SeaKeepers and The Cousteau Society.

John is Founder and President of the International Sea Level Institute, a new non-
profit organization focused on explaining the latest science about long-term rising 
sea level. The institute’s focus is on adaptation to higher ocean levels, but also 
addresses the connection with various efforts at “sustainability” to slow the 
warming that may slow the rate of ocean rise. The institute will teach professionals 
in engineering, architecture, finance, law and planning to prepare for the 
challenging era ahead including explaining the financial risks of increased 
flooding advocating for “intelligent adaptation.”



Speakers
Confirmed Keynote and Plenary Session Speakers:

• Richard Besser, MD, MPH President and CEO of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

• John Englander, Oceanographer and Rising Tides Expert

• Ada Monzon, Chief Meteorologist Puerto Rico

• Georges Benjamin, MD, MPH Executive Director, American Public Health Association

• Lynn Goldman, PhD Lead on Governor’s Commissioned Report on Mortality from Hurricane Maria

• Satchit Balsari, MD, MPH, Co-Lead in Harvard Mortality Study on Deaths in Puerto Rico after 
Hurricane Maria

• Mark Keim, MD, MPH CEO Disaster Doc

• Jim Mitchum, CEO Heart to Heart International

• Marietta Vazquez, MD Assoc. Professor of Pediatrics Global Health, Yale Medicine

• Dr. Adam Silverman, MD Director Center for Global Health, Connecticut Children’s Medical Centern

• Dr. Kenira Thompson, PhD President of Ponce Research Institute



Student Participation Encouraged

$25,000 



Agenda
The application for Continuing Medical Education Credits has been 
completed. Interested participants will be able to receive CME’s provided by 
Ponce Health Sciences University.



















Exhibitors Hall Featured
• KOHLER
• H20WW
• Water Mission
• HHS/FEMA CDART 

Project
• Blue Planet Energy
• Red Cross
• Oxfam
• EC Waste
• Eco Exploratorium
• United for Puerto Rico
• ReImagina Puerto Rico
• Heart to Heart, Int.
• Energy Navigant
• Americares



Register 
Registration

Early Bird Regular On Site
3 Day Package: $300.00 $350.00 $400.00
Per Day Package: $100.00
Students 3 Day: $100 $125 $150
Students per Day $50 $50

Serial Hurricanes Call for Papers –
http://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-
health-preparedness

Link to conference website –
http://www.prsciencetrust.org/caribbeanstrong/



Sponsorship levels 



Level PLATINUM 
$25,000

• Logo placement in all advertising and promotional materials, including 
invitation and program of main event

• Logo in video loop and on stage mentions during main event 

• Company branded premiums in all conference room tables

• Activation and 8’ x 10’ exhibit booth at the main event (see diagram)

• Four (4) Banners of your company: one in main stage and one at the 
exhibitors hall

• Twelve (12) tickets for the Summit



Level GOLD
$10,000

• Logo placement in all advertising and promotional materials of the event

• Mentions on-stage at the event 

• Exhibit booth 8’ x 10’ at the main event 

• Two (2) banner of your company at the exhibitors hallway

• Ten (10) tickets for the Summit



Level SILVER
$5,000

• Logo placement in all advertising and promotional materials of the event

• Mentions on-stage at the event 

• Exhibit booth 8’ x 10’ at the main event 

• One (1) banner of your company at the exhibitors hallway

• Eight (8) tickets for the Summit



Sponsorship Options

Ask us to sponsor one of the following:

• Welcoming Reception Cocktail - $4,000

• Speakers’Dinner - $3,000

• Distribution of Special Issue of Journal of Disaster Medicine and Public 
Health Preparedness on Public Health Impacts of Serial Hurricanes 2017

• Coffee Break - $1,500

• Lunch - $4,000

• Goodie Bags

• Individual Booth (8’x10’) - $2,500 or Table Top (6’x6’) - $500

• Branding at the event (banner stands, room signage, etc.)

*A detailed menu can be found at our website.



For additional information: sbir@prsciencetrust.org


